




















2008-2009 SIPES CORNERSTONE GROUP

Many thanks to the members listed below
J[or their continuing support o][ our society

& Oil Finder - $1000

Michael N. Austin — Broomfield, CO
William C. Burkett — Midlancl, TX
Arlen L. Edgar — Micﬂan&, X

Scott G. Heape — Acl(lison, X
Kenneth J. Huffman — Mandeviue, LA
George S. Johnson — Alnariﬂo, X
Michael A. Pollok — PurceH, OK

]Ol’xn E. Scherer — Mi(ﬂand, X

A Driller - $600

Avinash C. Al'luja — Corpus Christi, TX
Wilbur C. Bradley — Wichita, KS

Janis E. Calmes — Rocleport, X
Donald C. Gifford — Daﬂas, TX

Earl E. Gaertner — Fredericles]ourg, TX
Patrick J.E Gratton — DaHas, X
Frank W. Harrison, Jr. — Lafayette, LA
Owen R. Hopleins — Corpus Christi, X
Ralph O. Kehle — Durango, CO
Marcus D. Maddox — Midland, TX
Douglas H. McGinness 11 — Wichita, KS
Lee M. Petersen — Weatherforcl, TX
Stephen D. Reynolds — Denver, CO

A. Scott Ritchie — Wichita, KS
Eugene R. Sidwell — Amariﬂo, X
William D. Truml)ly — Norman, OK
Gene Van Dylze — Houston, TX

]ol’m V. Walter — Dauas, X

Charles Weiner — Houston, TX

Larry R. Woﬂschlager — Mic”ancl, X

h Prospector — $300

Ranclolpl’l Acock — Corpus Christi, TX
Arden A. Anderson — Lafayette, LA
Craig E Anderson — Houston, TX
Robert A. Anderson — Lafayette, LA
Robert W, Anderson — Houston, TX
Thornton E. Anderson — Wichita, KS
James B. Bennett — Houston, X
Arthur B. Berman — Sugar Land, TX
Raymon& N. Blackhall — Spring, TX
Paul W. Britt — Sugar Land, X
Gilbert D. Brown — Arnariuo, TX
]o]nnnie B. Brown — Midland, TX
Leonard S. Bryans — Daﬂas, X

T. Lynn Bryant — Tyler, X

Lanny O. Butner — Wic]aita, KS
Brian S. Calhoun — Corpus Christi, TX
Alfred T. Carleton, Jr. — Mi(ﬂand, X

James S. Classen — Boise, ID

Rex D. Coppedge — Fairview, TX
Douglas J. Cristina — Covington, LA
Marshall C. Crouch III — Denver, CO
Michael G. Cruson — Golden, CcO
Ralph J. Daigle — Houston, TX
Edward K. David — Rosweu, NM
Douglas A. Draves — San Antonio, TX
Duncan D. Dubroff — Houston, TX
Ralph C. Duchin — Tucson, AZ

James P. Evans 11T — Franlzlin, LA
David A. Eyler — Micuand, TX

Robert B. Ferguson — Lake Fores’c, CA
William R. Finley — Lafayette, LA
Thomas E. Gentry — Micﬂancl, TX
Dennis M. Gleason — Aﬂington, TX
William T. Goff I1I — Li’tt]eton, coO
A.T. Green, Jr. — Metairie, LA
Bo]ol)y M. Greenwood — Dallas, TX
Robert D. Gunn — Wichita Faﬂs, TX
Robert T. Halpin — Dallas, TX

Paul E. Haskins — Addison, X
Edward W. Heath — Durango, CO
Donald R. Hembre — Littleton, CcO
James H. Henderson — Dallas, TX
Albert R. Hensley — Roclewaﬂ, TX
Terry L. Hollrah — Oklahoma City, OK
Du(ﬂey J. Hughes — Flowood, MS
Charles M. Jaco]os — Mandeviﬂe, LA
Larry L. Jones — Houston, TX

]ohn E. Kimlﬁerly — Midland, X
Robert C. Leibrock — Mi(ﬂand, X
Peter MacKenzie — Worthington, OH
Roger L. Martin — Wichita, KS

J. Phil Martin, Jr. — Houston, TX
Christophe G. Mazzini — Daﬂas, X
Patrick H. McKinney — Houston, TX
Gerard J. Medina — Norman, OK
Robert J. Moffa’ct, Jr. — Shrevepor’c, LA
Daniel S. Morris — Houston, TX
Marvin A. Munchrath — Lafaye’cte, LA
Robert G. Murphy — Santa Rosa Beach, FL
H. ]aclz Naumann, Jr. — Micﬂand, X
Patrick A. Nye — Corpus Christi, X
Gary W. Palmer — San Antonio, TX
Arthur J. Pansze, Jr. — Arvada, CO

H. Rudy Parkison — Daﬂas, X

Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr. — Wichi‘ca, KS
Hugh C. Pen(lery — Daﬂas, X

Jeanne S.E Phelps — Houston, TX
Robert E. Ple&ger — Houston, TX
David M. Puuing — Norman, OK

Harry Ptasynslei — Casper, WY

Larry J. Rairden — Beuaire, X

John M. Rakowski — Florissant, CcO
Bracuey S. Ray — Dallas, TX

Julius M. Ridgway — Jaclzson, MS
James D. Robertson — Fort Worth, X
Deborah K. Sacrey — Houston, TX

C. Randall Schott — Houston, X
Jona’chan B. Se”:)y — Austin, TX
George D. Severson — New Orleans, LA
D. Craig Smith — Mi(ﬂand, TX

Daniel L. Smith — Houston, TX
William M. Smith — Oklahoma City, OK
William M. Smith — Houston, TX
John E Sulik — Corpus Christi, TX
Ear R. Swett, Jr. — Galves’con, TX

C. Al Taylor, Jr. — Reston, VA

C.G. Tyner — Houston, TX

M. Robin Vasicek — Midlan&, TX

G. Clint Wainwrigl'lt — Houston, TX
Scott A. Wainwrig}lt — Metairie, LA
Clifford A. Walker — Da”as, TX

Jerry W. Watkins — Dallas, TX

H. Vaughan Watlzins, Jr. — Ma&ison, MS
W. David Wiuig — Houston, TX

James M. Zotkiewicz — Metairie, LA

& Investor — $100

John T Al)ney — Tulsa, OK

Joseph T. Ambrister — Aﬂen, X

H. Sherman Anderson — Daﬂas, X
William C. Bau'l]jurg — Plano, X
Norman K. Barker — Midlancl, TX
Teresa H. Becker — Houston, TX
Louis C. Bortz — Denver, CO

Foy W. Boyd, Jr. — Micﬂan(l, X
Garnet W. Brock — Micﬂancl, X
Robert A. Coolzsey — Richardson, TX
William R. Dixon — Mi(ﬂand, TX

C. Walter Dobie — Lafaye’cte, LA

M. R. Douglass — Destrehan, LA

Paul R. Fenemore — [rving, TX

Bruce W, Fields — Corpus Christi, TX
Cliff J. Fontenot — Brenham, TX
William J. Furlong — New Otleans, LA
John C. Goss — Houston, TX

Peter G. Gray —_ Lafaye’cte, LA

Richard S. Guenther, Jr— Mi(ﬂan&, TX
Paul E. Habermas — Houston, TX
Verlan W. Harrell — Oklahoma City, OK

(Continued)
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Comparison of SIPES Members' Ages in 1998 and 2008
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Cornerstone Group Continued

W. Ralph Hoﬂoway — Daﬂas, X

Dick S. Horton — Edmond, OK

J. D. Hughes — Austin, TX

William M. Kazmann — Richardson, X
Robert W. Luker — Corpus Christi, X
Frank C. Mal)ry I — Cedar Parlz, TX
William J. Malin — New Orleans, LA
Donald J. Malone — Wichi’ca, KS

]aclz P. Martin — La£aye’cte, LA

Robert W, Ma.xweu, Jr. — Corpus C}lristi, X
Michael E McKenzie — Lafaye’cte, LA
Eric L. Michaelson — Midland, TX
Michael S. Morris — Azle, TX

James E O’Connell — Amariuo, TX
Lewis M. O’'Neal — Micﬂancl, TX
Elwin M. Peacock — Houston, TX
Sam H. Peppiatt — Houston, TX
Edward B. Picou, Jr. — New Orleans, LA
]ol’m W. Raine IIT — Lalfayette, LA

E. Gordon Reigle — Mi(ﬂancl, TX
Cl’lristopher P. Renaud — Midlan&, TX
Peter R. Rose — Austin, TX

Steven R. Russell — Amarillo, X
Wayland C. Savre — Houston, TX
]ohn T. Schulz, Jr. — Portland, X
Rudolf B. Siegert — Sli(leu, LA

Delmer L. Sloan — Micuand, X
Stephen A. Sonnenberg — Golclen, CO
Marion E. Spitler — Carrouton, X
Raymond W. Stepllens, Jr. — Covington, LA
Charles J. Swize — Pattison, TX

James P. Walker — Oklahoma City, OK
William A. Waﬂeer, Jr. — Austin, TX
Roy C. Walther — New ereans, LA
William G. Watson — Midland, X

Jon R. Withrow — Oklahoma City, OK
]o]nn C. Worley — Roclzport, X

A Scout - $50

Orville R. Berg — Shrevepor’c, LA
Richard C. Blackwell — Mi(ﬂanc]., X
E. Bernard Brauer — Corpus Christi, TX
G. Pat Bolden — Mi(ﬂan(l, TX
Herbert L. Brewer — Daﬂa.s, TX
James R. Cleveland — Daﬂas, X
Curtis E. Covey — Derl:)y, KS

M. G. Peter Crain — Mi(ﬂan&, TX
Rebecca L. Doclge — Carroﬂton, GA
Michael N. Fein — Metairie, LA
Monty J. Gist — Mi(ﬂand, X
Eduardo Gonzales — Carrollton, TX

David N. Grimes — Micﬂand, TX
David R. Grogan — Wooc”)ine, MD
John C. Grunau — Shreveport, LA
William R. Gugey — Daﬂas, X
Floy(]. E. Heard — Mi(ﬂand, X

Lee Higgins — Dauas, X

Nolan Hirsch — Mitﬂand, TX

J. Richard Hunt — Carl)ondale, CO
Charles R. Jones — Mi(ﬂan&, X
John D. Kullman — Mi(ﬂand, X
Steven R. Lockwood — Austin, TX
Jeannie E Mallick — Spring, TX
Sauy J. Meader-Roberts — Midland, TX
Wayne D. Miller — Mi(ﬂand, X
Craig E. Moore — Houston, TX
George E. Moore — Midlan&, TX

W. George Nancarrow — Dallas, TX
Matthew J. Parsley — Mi(ﬂand, TX
Matthew J. Riddiford — Spring, TX
W. Mark Rush — Houston, TX
]egry A. Smith — Midlan(l, X
Josepl’l D. Stewart — Gol&en, Q)
Colles C. Stowell — Manchester, MA
Michael W Taylor — Highlancl Viﬂage, X
Gary M. Weir — Houston, TX

£
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ON SOFTWARE UPGRADE!
[Should Have Used KINGDOM'!]

Avoid system-wide consequences
from upgrading your geoscience software.

KINGDOM, from SMT, gives you the best in technology
today without requiring that you abandon existing solutions.

Itseasy touse getting you productive quickly. In fact,
9 of 10 customers surveyed say KINGDOM is easier to
use than the competition. And that includes upgrading!

KINGDOM coexists with your current software  so you
don t lose access to older projects. Whether you use SMT
native connectors or OpenSpiritTM technology, SMT services
can get you connected.

KINGDOM provides cutting edge functionality and
scales to the largest of data sets. Support for SQL Server
and Oracle, and groundbreaking use of the GPU to offload
seismic rendering, allows SMT customers to manage
terabytes - in a single project.

No wonder KINGDOM is the industry leader for PC-based
interpretation. And our reputation is...expanding.

I

KINGDOM can save the day.
Visit our Web site at www.seismicmicro.com/smt-bighang9 and learn why KINGDOM 8.2
is the market leader for PC-based interpretation with over 2,500 companies in 85 countries.

T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e g

Intuitive. Integrated. Interpretation.
America +1 (713) 464-6188 Asia +65 6220 1089 Europe +44 (0) 20 8240 6524

R i

T i
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President’s Column Continued

Katrina. Both were very informative
and eye-opening. A special thanks to
Ken Huffman, Mike Fein, Jeanne
Phelps and Jim Zotkiewicz for all their
hard work in arranging these wonder-
ful events.

As geologists and engineers, what a
wonderful time we live in right now.
The price of oil and gas is at an all time
high, and there is plenty to do. We
have all gone through the bad times of
the past, and it is sure a nice change to
experience this particular boom. I am
just glad that we are here today to
experience all of this.

Here in West Texas, we have seen
dramatic increases in drilling and
completions over the last few years,
most of which have come from the
newly-developing "Wolfberry" play.

Who would have ever thought we
would be drilling for and completing
wells from a limestone with 3-5%
porosity! This is just one example of
what makes this industry so unique.
This play basically came into fruition
from recently developed innovative
completion technologies. In the petro-
leum industry, we are constantly
evolving and improving our science
and engineering methods to find
more oil and gas. It is an endeavor in
which I never get bored, as there is
always something new and exciting
waiting around the corner to study or
to get involved with.

I think that as independent earth
scientists, we fill a unique niche in our
country. You have not seen much of a
major oil presence developing the gas

reserves of the Barnett, or the oil
reserves of the Wolfberry. These are
significant plays with significant
reserves that have come from the
ideas of independents or independent
companies with innovative ideas. I
love to find oil and gas, and when I
do, I am proud that I do it here in the
U.S. It is something that I can do that
actually helps our country. As inde-
pendent earth scientists involved in
the oil and gas industry, every time
we are involved in finding oil or gas,
we are providing a commodity that
our country and its citizens need and
use on a daily basis. I can't think of
anything better.

Adios,

H. Jack Naumann, Jr.

F News of Members

George R. Bole, #2801, of Houston, Texas is the current
chairman of AAPG's House of Delegates. Stephen A.
Sonnenberg, #2158, of Denver, Colorado is the HOD
Chairman-Elect.

|

E
Stephen Sonnenberg

George Bole

Rebecca L. Dodge, #2297, of Carrollton, Georgia is serv-
ing as the president of AAPG's Division of Environmental
Geosciences.

Junior Member Michael L. Jones of Houston, Texas
recently received the Houston Geological Society's
President's Award. He was recognized for his work in the
HGS North American Explorationists Group which he has
chaired since 2006.

Michael Jones

Rebecca Dodge

AUGUST 2008

Thomas C. Klekamp, #2823, of New Orleans, Louisiana
has recently been elected president-elect of the New
Orleans Geological Society.

G. King Munson, #3025, of Lafayette, Louisiana is cur-
rently serving as 2008-2009 President of the Lafayette
Geological Society.

Thomas Klekamp King Munson

Daniel M. Reynolds, #1457, of Wichita, Kansas is serv-
ing as the current vice president of AAPG's Division of
Professional Affairs. Paul W. Britt, #2249, of Houston,
Texas is president-elect of DPA, and Michael A. Fogarty,
#1720, of Canaan, New Hampshire is the current DPA
Treasurer.

Michael Fogarty

Daniel Reynolds Paul Britt
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F SIPES Foundation Donors — July 1, 2007 to July 1, 2008

$2000 - $2999
SIPES Daﬂas Chapter

In memory of James A. Savage
Carlsbad Caverns Guide
Stephen E. Collins
Memorial Scholarship Fund

#
$1000 - $1999
George S. ]o}lnson

In memory of Joe H. Warren, Jr.

Constance N. Knight

Scholarship Endowment Fund

J. Phil Martin, Jr.

In honor of Jack P. Martin

SIPES Houston Chapter

In memory of Fred L. Stricklin, Jr.,
Robert H. Forde & Lucius C. Geer

&
$600 - $699
Kenneth J. Huffman

@
$500 - $599
Michael N. Austin

In honor of Steve Reynolds
Traveling Seminar

William C. Burkett
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Michael G. Cruson
David A. Eyler

In memory of Jerry A. Cooper

James A. Gibbs

In memory of James A. Savage

Donald R. Hembre
E(lgar B. Krider

In memory of Warren E. Tomlinson

Peter MacKenzie

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Douglas H. McGinness 11

In honor of Douglas H. McGinness

David M. Puﬂing

In memory of Wilbur E. McMurtry

A. Scott Ritchie

ES

$400 - $499
Rex D. Coppeclge
Robert D. Gunn

In memory of James O. Lewis

32

]ohn E. Scherer

In honor of Robert D. Cowdery,
Earl E. Gaertner & Diane M. Finstrom

Charles Weiner

&
$300 - $399
Louis C. Bortz

Lanny Q. Butner
James P. Evans III

In memory of Richard W. Boebel
& Robert W. Sabate’

Ducﬂey ] Hughes
Larry L. Jones

Scholarship Endowment Fund

H. Jack Naumann, Jr.
H. Rudy Parkison

In memory of Arthur N. Budge,
Joe H. Warren & James A. Savage

Roger D. Wilkinson

In memory of Wilbur E. McMurtry
&

$200 - $299

James B. Bennett

Marvolene Speed Bennett
& Carleton D. Speed, Jr. Fund
In honor of Arlen L. Edgar,
Donald C. Gifford & Diane M. Finstrom

Bill D. Broughton
Edward K. David
Robert B. Ferguson
Clement E. George
Donald C. Gifford

In memory of James A. Savage
& Thomas Mairs

David G. Griffin

In memory of Rayburn D. Ocamb

G. Warfield Hobbs IV
In memory of Thomas Mairs
Alfred ]ames 111
Howard N. Marr

In memory of Thomas Mairs

Saﬂy J. Meader-Roberts

Scholarship Endowment Fund
Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

Lloyd K. Parrish, Jr.
M. Davis Payne
Lee M. Petersen

In memory of Charles E. “Gene” Mear

Edward B. Picou, Jr.
In memory of Richard W. Boebel
Robert E. Pledger
C.H. Rol)erts, Jr.

In memory of Z.W. Rogers, Jr.

Stephen R. Robichaud

Waylanfl C. Savre
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Vinton H. Sholl
Stephen A. Sonnenberg
James P. Talbot

Richard W. Thompson, Jr.

Stephen E. Collins
Memorial Scholarship Fund

M. Robin Vasicek

In memory of Jack G. Elam
& Victor F. Vasicek

£

$100 - $199
]ohn T. A})ney
Craig W. Adams
]oseph B. Ambrister
Scholarship Endowment Fund
]ames K. Anderson
Donald I. Andrews
Michael P. Arden
Teresa H. Becker
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Orville R. Berg
Raymond N. Blackhall
Foy W. Boyd, Jr.
Robert E. Boyer
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Glenn S. Brant
E. Bernard Brauer
Raul F Brito
Garnet W. Brock
Alfred T. Carleton, Jr.
]on E Cobb
Robert A. Coolzsey
Lawrence H. Davis
Scholarship Endowment Fund

William R. Dixon

In memory of Thomas Mairs

C. Walter Dobie
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Robert D. Dougherty
M. R. Douglass
In memory of Thomas H. Philpott
Marlan W, Downey
Duncan D. Dubroff
Ralph C. Duchin
Arlen L. Edgar

In memory of Joe Canon,
George B. McBride, Charles E. Mear,
& Paul C. Raymond, Jr.

Roger A. Freidline
Eduardo Gonzales
Peter G. Gray

In memory of E. Lee Mills

Mark E. Gregg

David N. Grimes
Robert T. Halpin
C. Clyde Hamblin
Dean C. Hamilton

In memory of Paul C. Raymond, Jr.

Floyd E. Heard

In memory of Betty Heard

Edward W, Heath
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Marc H. Helsinger
Nolan Hirsch
Owen R. Hoplzins
Dan A. Hughes
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Step}len E. Jaclzson
George R. Jones
John E. Kim})erly
George D. Klein
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Pete J. Klentos
William E. Laroche
Robert C. Leibrock
Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

Henry C. LiM)y

In memory of Laurence E. Gnagy &
Paul C. Raymond, Jr.
Edward A. McCullough Endowed Fund

Richard R. Lindsly

In memory of Clarence Netherland

Robert W. Luker
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Robert H. Marshall
Jaclz P. Martin
In memory of Harry Westmoreland
]o}m R. Melton
Craig E. Moore
Michael S. Morris
Christopher P. Moyes
Robert G. Murphy

In memory of Richard W. Boebel

W. George Nancarrow
Charles A. O'Niell 111
Robert B. Owen

In memory of Thomas J. Wintermute
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Gary W. Palmer
In memory of Mark Eidelbach
Matthew J. Parsley
Elwin M. Peacock
Hugh C. Pendery
Michael A. Pollok
James A. Ragsdale
Larry J. Rairden

Scholarship Endowment Fund

(Continued)
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Jack Naumann — Midland, TX
2nd Prize — $250

Mike Taylor — Highland Village, TX

Jim Seglund — Diamondhead, MS
3rd Prize — $100

Arthur Pyron — Pottstown, PA
Dale Smith — Oklahoma City
Hollie Irvin — Frisco, TX
Raul Brito — Wichita, KS

2008 SIPES FOUNDATION NO HASSLE RAFFLE WINNERS
1st Prize — $500

4th Prize — SIPES Paperweight

Thomas Klekamp — Mandeville, LA
Leonard Jordan — Shreveport, LA
Merle Duplantis — Mandeville, LA

Clifford Sherrod — Midland, TX
Sally Blackhall — Spring, TX
Deborah Sacrey — Houston, TX
Don Gifford — Dallas, TX
George Vockroth — Terry, MS
Phil Martin — Houston, TX
Jon Selby — Austin, TX

Foundation Donors Continued

John M. Rakowski
Dwight S. Ramsay
William M. Raymoncl
E. Gordon Reigle
Jacle K. Richardson

In memory of Samuel J. Cerny
Scholarship Endowment Fund

]ulius M. Ri&gway
In memory of Marvin L. Oxley
Cecil R. Rives
James D. Robertson
Richard H. Sams
In memory of Ed C. Roy
Chatles D. Schmidt
C. Randall Schott
C. Ray Scurlock
]onathan B. Sel]oy
George D. Severson
Roy G. Sharrock
Robert C. Shoup
Daniel L. Smith
William M. Smith

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Marion E. Spitler
In memory of James A. Savage
Joseph D. Stewart
M. R. S’cipp
Michael W. Taylor
Carl A. Taylor, Jr.
George W. Todd

Scholarship Endowment Fund

Steven R. Trudeau
Scholarship Endowment Fund

C. G. Tyner
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Joe T. Vaughn
John R. von Netzer
G. Clint Wainwright, Jr.
Scott A. Wainwright
James P. Walker

In memory of Warren Y. Pickering

William A. Walker, Jr.
Robert W. Waring
In memory of Harold J. Reedy
George R. White
W. David Willig
In memory of Bill Pa
Mark D. Wilson
Ralph Q. Wilson 11

Marvolene Speed Bennett
& Carleton D. Speed, Jr. Fund

Thomas E. Witty
]ohn C. Worley

In memory of Thomas J. Wintermute

Scholarship Endowment Fund
Robert M. Wynne
S
$50 - $99
Richard C. Blackwell
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Wallace E. Brunson
Jacle C. Cartwright
Scott M. Daniel

]ene C. Darmstetter
Bruce W. Fields
Scholarship Endowment Fund
William J. Furlong
Thomas E. Gentry

In memory of Lester L. Gentry

Sal & Lynne Girifalco

In memory of C. E. “Gene” Mear
Scholarship Endowment Fund

]ohn C. Goss
David R. Grogan
William S. Grubb

Scholarship Endowment Fund
In memory of Jack W. Shirley

William R. Gugey
Harold W. Hanke
Dick S. Horton
Van Howbert
In memory of David H. Rathjen
John M. Jurasin
Ralph O, Kehle
Charles J. Kosarek
]ohn D. Kullman
Lloy(l & Carol Labrie
& Family

In memory of C.E. “Gene” Mear
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Susan M. Landon
Jeannie E Mallick
Patrick H. McKinney

Roy & Diane Meyer & Family

In memory of C.E. “Gene” Mear
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Eric L. Michaelson
Harry A. MiHer, Jr.
Sam H. Peppiatt
Wes B. Perry, Jr.

In memory of Bernold M. Hanson
Ronald W. Pritchett
Eddie W. Rhea
Joe Simo
]egry A. Smith
In memory of W.G. Thorsen
Robert L. Smith
Thomas J. Smith
J. Keith Somerville
Colles C. Stowell

In memory of Thomas H. Philpott

Raymond M. Timpaneﬂi
Scholarship Endowment Fund
Gary M. Weir
Bettye Wiggins
In memory of Arthur N. Budge
C. Lynn Williams

George D. Zimmerman
®

$26 - $49
Don W. Beauchamp
David G. Camp]oell
Francis W. King

Eugene J. Lipstate
Clifford H. Sherrod, Jr.

&

The SIPES Foundation gratefully accepts all donations and acknowledges these contributions with a letter.
Due to limited space in the newsletter, we are unable to list gifts under $26.
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E How | Became an Independent \

In the spring of 1949 I'd finished a
degree in business a year before, but
couldn't find something to settle into.
I ran into a school friend whose father
had a drilling company. He suggested
that we go out to Ellinwood, and see
what the rig was drilling. They were
looking for the Arbuckle, which was a
puzzle to me. I barely knew what he
was talking about, although being in
Kansas, I could recognize an oil der-
rick and pumping jack for what they
were. The well-site geologist was con-
centrating on what his microscope
was showing; it was balanced on his
car's fender, and he was using the sun
shining into the sample tray for a
light. I was totally fascinated! By the
time we got back to Wichita, I'd decid-
ed to get into the oil finding business,
and figured the fastest way was to
become a geologist.

The next day I was at Wichita State
University talking to Dr. Walter Ver
Wiebe. I convinced him I could do two
summer sessions and two semesters
and get my degree. I must have
impressed him; when I was finishing
up he got me a part-time job with a
renowned consulting geologist, Ed
Koester, #57. The job lasted until
October 1950 when I was called back
to active duty with the 127th Fighter
Squadron of the Kansas National
Guard. The fickle finger of fate
opened the cracks for me to fall
through again, and instead of ending
up in Korea in ninety days, I went to
France a year and a half later on a new
base. I practiced a little geology there,
trying to find water for the base. If
you'd seen what the engineers had to
drill with! Thirty months after call up,
I was back in Kansas and the oil busi-
ness was booming. I'd hardly
unpacked when I got a call from
Superior wanting me to go out on a
well. It was probably as smart a deci-
sion as I've made when I told them I
didn't believe I was qualified.

I then took a job with a large inde-
pendent company and became a farm
out or dryhole money geologist work-
ing with their production department.
In the next year, I looked over the

34

by Toby Elster, #113 — Wichito, Kansas

shoulders of some of the best well-site
geologists in the business, while I also
learned the production end of the
business. The production engineer
was reviewing the company's leases to
sell those that weren't assets anymore,
and I learned how to evaluate a lease.
I also got a good lesson when we sold
a lease with a small well on a quarter
section, and the one who bought it
drilled four or five more wells on it. I
did review it again to find out what
we had missed. After two and a half
years struggling to keep my bills paid,
I'went home and told my wife I had to
quit to find a better paying job. She
told me she was pregnant with our
third child!

I had a friend who was a district
geologist for a large company, and
they were drilling steadily. I asked
him for a well to sit on as a consultant
while I looked around for a "paying"
job. He had me in the field in a day or
two, and kept me in the field for over
four months as a consultant. When I
got a breather, all my bills were paid,
there was $5,000 in the bank, and I for-
got about looking for a job. I was
going to try and make it as an inde-
pendent.

I wasn't carried away; I already
knew the ups and downs of the busi-
ness. I was aware that well-site geolo-
gy could be a good living if one could
manage his money, but it wouldn't
make one rich. I gave myself two
years to find some production. My
first prospect was dry; the second one
got delayed, but was dry too. In the
meantime, I got a farmout from my
old company, and washed down a
well that the well-site geologist want-
ed to set casing on, but got overruled.
Through the company that gave me
my first consulting well, I picked up a
good client, being in the right place at
the right time, and his well work kept
my bills paid when drilling slacked
off. He took the wash down or re-
entry prospect, and we got the biggest
gas well in Barber County. My royalty
paid my bills for five years during the
1960s, one of the longest down peri-
ods in the oil business. I weathered

the times in good shape by selling a
few prospects, and watched wells
every now and then. Things changed
for me in the 1970s.

A company moved into Kansas from
Amarillo, Texas, and was trying to get
started. They bought nine of my
prospects, set production casing on
eight of them, and seven were com-
mercial leases. I never had to look
back after that, or wonder where the
next nickel was going to come from. A
client was right; "To get rich, Toby," he
told me, "you have to make money
while you are sleeping."

In the early 1980s I branched out
with a part-interest in a drilling rig
along with a geology and well-site ser-
vice. We found oil, and the rig kept
busy on contract work. Then I ran into
partner and personnel problems. We
split the sheets, and I ended up with
the leases where the oil was. They got
leases where they thought it was.

None of my three children wanted
to follow in my footsteps, so I never
leveraged my assets to make room for
them. I firmed up my grandchildren's
education, and my retirement, too.
What the Jones' had never concerned
me. After starting life with $20 in my
pocket and owing $400, I have a very
comfortable existence and no money
worries. I never took any more part-
ners, only joint ventures, and I still
continue putting prospects together
and do reports for those who hire me.
Giving up a career in the military and
going into the oil finding business was
one of the best decisions I've made.

For those who are thinking about it,
my degree in business was as valuable
as my degree in geology. It doesn't
hurt to have a background in law too,
which I also picked up early. The big
benefit from it is that it can save one a
lot of non-productive time.

How did you become an independent?
Send your 1-2 page account to the SIPES
Office in Dallas, or by email to
sipes@sipes.org. All stories will be includ-
ed on a CD that will be published by the
SIPES Foundation.
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e Urban 3D: A Technical Solution for
Surface Access Problems
Marion Bone — 30 Minutes

e The Impact of MLPs to the Value of Oil and
Gas Properties and How to Get the Most Value
for Property Sales

Bill Britain — 30 Minutes

e Going Independent — Case History of
Aspen Integrated Oil and Gas, LLC
Philip Carlisle — 30 Minutes

e The Five Oil and Gas Contract Clauses
You Can't Live Without
Jim Clancy — 30 Minutes

e FEthics, Professionalism, and Codes of Ethics
Tom Ewing — 1 Hour

e Fairways in the Downdip and ‘Middip” Yegua Trend —
A Review of 25 Years of Exploration
Tom Ewing — 30 Minutes

e Creole Field — Geology Breathes New Life
into First Gulf of Mexico Oil Field
Bill Finley — 30 Minutes

e Evaluating Resource Plays with Statistical Models
Russell Hall — 30 Minutes

e By-passed Oil Case Studies
NuTech Energy Alliance — 30 Minutes

New Films Now Available from the
SIPES Foundation Film Library

The following new titles from the 2008 SIPES Convention in New Orleans
are now available for sale or rent in DVD format:

e Rabbit Island, SL 340 Revitalized —
Getting New Energy from an Old Rabbit
Kenneth Huffman — 30 Minutes

e Low-budget Subsurface Exploration
in the 21st Century
Lee Petersen — 30 Minutes

e SONRIS — Louisiana’s Oil and Gas Database
Jeanne Phelps — 30 Minutes

e Riding an Energy Cycle for the Ages
David Pursell — 30 Minutes

e The Organization and Operation of an Institutional
Direct Energy Management Company
Eddie Rhea — 30 Minutes

e Unconventional Pay in the Cook Mountain Formation
— Wharton County, Texas
Deborah Sacrey — 30 Minutes

e U.S. Top Plays & Trends —
Leaving No Stone Unturned
Stephen Trammel — 1 Hour

o Offshore Lease and Online Information
Benjamin Waring — 30 Minutes

e Relating Depositional Facies
to the Seismic AVO Response
Roger Young — 30 Minutes

e A complete list of all titles in the Foundation’s Film Library is availabe on the SIPES
Membership Directory CD and on the SIPES website — http://www.sipes.org.
o All SIPES Foundation Video Library films are available for a 2 week rental with a $35 per film
refundable deposit (or a credit card number) and a $5 per film postage and handling fee.
e Rentals and deposits may be paid with a check or charged to VISA, MasterCard, American Express,
or Discover credit cards. You may order by telephone, fax or email through the SIPES office.
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To be the pre-eminent organization for furthering
the professional and business interests
of independent practitioners of the earth sciences.
In achieving this vision, emphasis will be placed on
(1) professional competence,
(2) professional business ethics, and
(3) presenting a favorable, credible
and effective image of the Society.
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